9th					Olympiad						2016
Speaking Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students
In this test you will select three task slips from those before you. After selecting three, choose the one you feel you are most capable to speak about and return the other two to the table face down. Then take about a minute to collect your thoughts before you begin to speak on the topic. You may refer to the topic as needed. Take a deep breath and begin.
1. Choose a favorite holiday.
· Explain why you like this holiday so much.
· Tell a story from your life that illustrates what this holiday means to you.
· Explain how your family’s traditions are typical, or not, for Ukraine.

2. Your local newspaper is interviewing you because you are the representative from your town for the National Olympiad.
· Tell a little about yourself.
· Explain how your academic achievements have led you to this competition.
· Explain what you will do while you are visiting Rivne that will make the people of your hometown proud of you.

3. The popularity of mobile phones is growing among young people.
· Why do teenagers today have mobile phones?
· What are the advantages and disadvantages of mobile phones for teenagers today?
· In your opinion, at what age should children be allowed to have a mobile phone? 

4. What do you believe are the most popular free-time activities among youth today in Ukraine?
· Why do you believe they are so popular?
· Are these activities beneficial to Ukraine’s youth as a whole?
· What are some free-time activities that can help your society?

5. Linguist Frank Smith said: “One language sets you in a corridor (a narrow passageway) for life. Two languages open every door along the way.”
· What does this quote mean? Explain it in your own words.
· Does this quote apply to your own experience, learning and speaking English?
· Is it important to learn foreign languages? Why or why not?

6. Every day millions of people visit video-hosting sites such as YouTube.
· Why have these sites become so popular? Do you or someone you know watch these clips?
· What makes such sites different than television?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]How do these clips influence society? Give examples.

7. The world is becoming increasingly urbanized.
· Why are more and more people living in cities?
· In the future, do you think people will live in the countryside?
· Is living in a city a sustainable lifestyle? Explain.

8. Imagine that you are a newspaper reporter. You have the opportunity to interview any person in the world.
· Who would you choose to interview?
· How has this person influenced people’s lives?
· What three questions would you ask first?

9. Imagine you have a power to see a future.
· What advantages and disadvantages accompany this gift?
· What responsibilities come with this gift?
· Would you make the knowledge of your ability public? Why or why not?

10. Imagine that you have to give a talk about the school or college where you study to some visitors. How do you think what makes a good school? Include this information:
· friendly atmosphere;
· lots of computers;
· hard-working students;
· good sports facilities;
· modern classrooms.

11. Talk about an environmental problem in your country or in the world. Include this information:
· why you care about the problem;
· what will happen if we don’t take action;
· what individuals can do to help; 
· what governments should do to help.

12. Think about a book you have read recently. Make a review of the book. Include this information:
· title, author and type of book;
· where it is set, who the main characters are, what the story is;
· what your opinion of it is and why.
· 
13. What role does technology play in our society?
· What examples of technology have helped to improve our lives?
· What examples of technology have actually made our lives worse?
· Would you rather live a world with everything entirely dependent on technology or without any technology whatever?

14. What is the purpose of education in our society?
· Do you feel that the system we have in place is fulfilling that purpose?
· What could be done to improve the system?
· What do you think the educational system does well?

15. Say what you like/dislike in the media. Express your opinion. Include this information:
· your favourite newspapers/magazines/periodicals;
· how often you buy them;
· your favourite journalists;
· articles you usually read.


