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Round II ~ Reading Comprehension
Directions:
In this test you will read three texts. Each text is followed by different tasks. You should do the tasks that follow the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. For each task you will choose the best possible answer, as specified prior to each text. 
Text 1
	Hot Air Ballooning
Hot air ballooning is an unusual but increasingly popular sport.  There are about 2500 registered balloonists in Britain alone, and world-wide competitions attract thousands of enthusiasts.  It has become easier to enjoy this addictive sport too, as changes in the law regarding passenger flights have allowed commercial ballooning companies to offer pleasure trips for parties and festivals.  Most balloons carry 4 to 8 people, but some have been designed to carry more.  One of these is the balloon which set the world record with a flight carrying 61 passengers at 12 meters above the ground.
	The surprising thing about ballooning is that it is a hobby people follow for relaxation rather than for excitement.  This fact is amazing considering that you are traveling in a large laundry basket 3,000 feet above the ground and that you never know where you will end up landing.
	One thing that is so attractive is the simplicity of ballooning.  The simple mechanism of a hot air balloon has not changed since the French Montgolfier brothers designed the original one in 1783.  Balloons, since they go with the wind rather than against it, don’t have to be aerodynamic- that is, able to move through the air easily and efficiently.  This fact makes ballooning less expensive than you might think.
	A basic balloon, like the ones 99% of balloonists have, cost around 7,000 pounds, plus 20 pounds per flying hour running costs.  However, if you prefer a more exotic design such as a fairy- tale castle in the sky, it will set you back at least 75,000 pounds.  These specially-shaped balloons are almost always used for advertising.  Most people interested in ballooning reduce the cost by joining together with like-minded people or by approaching businesses for sponsorship.
	It is a surprisingly safe sport with the only problems occurring during low flying- crashing into trees, having to avoid power lines, and landing which is more like a controlled crash- after all, having no wheels you cannot technically land.  The site has to be perfect- a down-wind field with no crops or power lines.  Normally the worst thing that could happen to you is a few bumps and bruises or a sprained ankle.
	Ballooning is not only about flying.  It takes two  ground crew and one pilot to prepare for taking  off and to deflate the balloon once landed. One of the most important jobs is that of the retriever who has to follow the balloon  in a retrieve vehicle wherever it goes.  The traditional habit  is for the retriever to give a bottle of wine as a token of appreciation to the landowner for use of the field for landing.
	To become a private balloon pilot, you need to have a license from the Civil Aviation Authority, to have sixteen flying hours with an instructor, one solo flight, and to pass a written exam.  All this can take between three and twelve months.  If your pilot’s license is part of a business venture you will need another 100 hours of flight experience to gain a commercial license.  A little more practice and you never know, you might be breaking Per Lindstrand’s altitude record.  He flew 19,811 meters over Texas on the 6th of June, 1988.

For questions 1-5, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text.


1. Why is it easier to enjoy ballooning nowadays?
A. It is easier to gain a pilot’s license.
B. It is safer nowadays.
C. Passenger flight regulations have been relaxed.
D. It is cheaper than it used to be.

2. Balloons are usually designed to carry as many as
A. four people.
B. sixty-one people.
C. twelve people.
D. eight people.

3. What is surprising about ballooning?
A. It is a relaxing sport.
B. People do it for excitement.
C. It isn’t safe.
D. It is very expensive.

4. Why is hot air ballooning cheaper to take up than you might think?
A. The mechanism of the balloon isn’t complex.
B. The running costs aren’t as low as you might think.
C. The gas isn’t expensive to buy.
D. They don’t need expensive aerodynamic structures.

5. What does a “retriever” (line 29) have to do?
A. Prepare the balloon for taking off.
B. Follow the balloon everywhere it goes.
C. Help the balloon to land on the ground.
D. Write in advance to the landowner to ask permission to land.


Text 2
You are going to read a magazine article about the sense of smell.  Seven sentences have been removed from the article.  Choose from the sentences (A-H) the one which fits each gap.  There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use.  

The Sense of Smell
On the wall outside my bedroom, there is a photograph of my grandfather, my father and myself.  Although my grandfather died a long time ago, this picture often reminds me of my childhood. (6) Not so long ago I took his old hunting jacket out of the cupboard and on an impulse sniffed it.  Immediately, I was a child again.
	This was no ordinary memory, though.  It was as if he really were there with me. (7) All of this happened by smelling an old jacket.  I was not actually trying to remember my childhood, but the sense of smell is so powerful that I had no choice.
	Psychology textbooks do not say very much about the sense of smell.  This suggests that smell is not very important to sighted, thinking human beings. (8) But smell can often be as strong a sense as sight.  If you think about the time when a tasty meal is being prepared, you realize just how strong this sense really is, and also how much pleasure we get from smelling things.
	Smell reaches far into our emotional lives.  It can make things pleasant or disgusting. 
(9) But as powerful as the sense of smell is, we are not really encouraged to talk about it and we also have a very small vocabulary about the subject as well.  Unlike pictures or musical notes, smells do not have many features with which to describe them. (10)
Women seem to be better at identifying smells than men are.  Perhaps this is because they pay more attention to smells- cooking, sniffing meat and fish to find out if it is fresh, using spices and perfumes.  Children smell and taste everything.  Older people put more spices in food as they start to lose their sense of smell.
Rats have a very powerful sense of smell. (11) Then they sit and wait to see what will happen before taking another bite.  Animals protect themselves from being poisoned and will not eat any food if they think it smells like something that once made them sick.
Houses also develop particular smells.  I remember as a child, I was uneasy about going into one of my friends’ houses because it had a strange smell. (12) He could smell other things, but his brain had turned off the message that this smell was of any importance. 

A. It has the power to remind us of the past or to make us frightened of certain things or places.

B. I could feel his cheek against mine and smell his unique mixture of age, wool and dust.

C. Mothers can identify their new-born babies by smelling them.

D. We often have to search for the words to identify even familiar smells.

E. In those days, he regarded me as his companion to go hunting and fishing with.

F. They sniff carefully before taking even a tiny bite of anything new.

G. Yet he was not aware of it, having become used to it.

H. The importance of smell probably began to decrease when humans first began to walk upright and use their vision instead.

Text 3
[bookmark: _GoBack]You are going to read a newspaper article about lightning.  Choose the most suitable heading from the list (A-I) for each part (13-20) of the article.  There is one extra heading which you do not need to use.  

A. Lightning strikes twice

B. Modern life needs more protection

C. Striking every second

D. Less harm than you’d think

E. Trying to understand lightning

F. Predicting danger

G. You should know what to do

H. Calm Britain- stormy equator

I. Different lifestyles, fewer deaths

(13) 
As you read through this, some 2,000 thunderstorms are tearing apart the skies across the world.  And every second a hundred lightning bolts are striking the ground with their terrifying roar- fingers of electricity up to 32 kilometers long that burn all they touch with temperatures that reach 30,000 degrees Celsius.  It’s hardly surprising that lightning was feared by earlier cultures as a sign of anger from their gods.
(14)
Lightning still has the power to thrill and fascinate.  It is now also an active area of research for scientists, who are still struggling to uncover its secrets and are looking for ways to protect against the potentially disastrous effects of lightning strikes.
(15)
Britain only has about 10 days of thunderstorms a year.  Yorkshire and the south Midlands are the worst affected.  By contrast, countries close to the equator suffer most from thunderstorms. Countries like Nigeria, for example, tend to have a thunderstorm every two days.
(16)
For centuries, however, there was little anyone could do to protect themselves or their property from lightning.  And up until the 18th century, people were often given dramatic proof that lightning can strike in the same place several times.  The campanile of San Marco in Venice has, to date, been severely damaged or destroyed nine times.
(17)
Predicting when and where it is likely to strike is one of the ways we have made lightning less of a menace.  Forecasting lightning is taken very seriously in America, for example, where scientists keep a constant eye on weather patterns that could lead to violent storms.  New methods enable scientists to warn people in threatened areas before a storm reaches them.
(18)
A good indication of the fact that a lightning strike is directly overhead is when your hair stands on end.  In potentially fatal circumstances, crouch down low with your hands on your knees.  Never lie on the ground.  If stuck out in a storm never shelter under an isolated tree, which can act as a lightning conductor, and stay away from anything made of metal.
(19)
Although the number of fatalities has decreased, lightning is no less common than it was in the past.  The reason for the decrease in deaths is that fewer people work out in the open.  Those most at risk today include sports people, especially golfers: dozens are struck worldwide each year.
(20)
Lightning protection is more important today than ever.  The widespread use of electronic technology means a surge of electricity caused by lightning could have devastating effects on a hospital, for example.  If lightning were to strike one of the complex electronic systems we use, the consequences would be disastrous.
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