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Round II    Reading  
Directions.  Read the text and answer questions 1-5. Choose A, B, C or D
Text 1
What’s a Bruegel?
Many stolen paintings have a strange history. But one of the strangest was that of a painting by the famous sixteenth-century painter Bruegel, stolen from the Courtauld Institute in London in the eighties.
	The four thieves who had stolen the painting, didn’t know how much it cost. The first art expert who came to see the painting said it was priceless and couldn’t name the exact price. The gang telephoned another art expert who told them that the painting was worth £2-3 million. They then tried to sell the painting back to the gallery from which it had been stolen. The gallery contacted the police and a meeting was arranged. The gang asked for the money to be brought in two suitcases in unmarked banknotes. However, the meeting didn’t take place.
	A short time before the four were arrested. The police found the painting on top of a wardrobe. When the gang were told they were arrested in connection with Bruegel, one of them said, “What’s a Bruegel? I thought it was rubbish. ”

1. Which of the following is not true?
A.  There was no meeting of the gang with the gallery representatives because there was no place for it.
B. The four thieves didn’t know the real value of the painting when they stole it.
C. Representatives of the gallery were asked to bring the money.
D. The meeting of the gang with gallery representatives was planned.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]What’s a Bruegel?
A. An unmarked banknote.
B. The famous sixteenth-century painter.
C. A painting by Bruegel.
D. A mark on top of the wardrobe. 
3. Why didn’t the first expert name the exact price?
A. The gallery didn’t allow him to do it.
B. He didn’t want to deal with the gang.
C. He thought it was too valuable to be priced.
D. He wanted to have the painting himself.
4. What is the text about?
A. The Bruegel’s painting – stolen and found.
B. Strange history.
C. London of the eighties.
D. Stolen paintings by Bruegel.
5. The word gang means:
A. a small but friendly company.
B. a group of persons going about or working, especially for criminal purposes.
C.  a room or a building for the display of paintings.
D.  a group of prisoners.

Text 2
Directions.  Read the article below and decide if the statements 6 -15 given after it are True (+) or False (-).
Television Ration Box
	Parents are soon to be offered the ultimate weapon to win the war over how much TV their children watch. Instead of constantly fighting to ration viewing habits, they will have the job done for them by a coded electronic device.
	It will switch off the set once an allotted period runs out, leaving the child to turn to other activities such as reading or even playing in the fresh air.
The gadget, “TV Allowance”, was invented by Miami photographer Randal Levenson, a former engineer, who despaired of ever reducing his three children’s screen time. “There was a lot of anger in the house about the TV and Nintendo usage,” said Mr Levenson, 47. His response was to build the calculator-sized box which plugs into the TV.
         The Levensons now use a code to set the four hours that Moss, 13, Cormac, 11, and Geddes, 6, can watch each week. Each has his own code and when his time is up, the screen goes blank. He can find out how much time is left by touching a button. The gadget, which will be sold in Britain for £ 49 this summer, also controls video games and the video. It can block out specific periods such as homework time and cannot be disconnected by frustrated youngsters.
“They’ve got their lives back”, said Mr Levenson’s wife, Rusty. “Not that they were total couch potatoes, but they certainly spent too much time in front of the TV. “The problem before was that we were giving up. We could only say “No” so many times. But the unemotional gadget can go on saying “No” for as long as necessary.”
“I thought, “Oh, this is really going to be horrible,” said Moss, recalling so the first time it was attached to the family set. “Then you get to live with it and get used to it. I think my vocabulary’s ten times bigger now because I’m reading more.”
But, being children and therefore devious, they have found ways of getting round the system, if not beating it. The set is switched off for advertisements and they barter with each other for TV time. They also decide which programmes more than one child wants to watch. Any time left over at the end of the week can be carried over into the next.
“It teaches kids time management and other business skills,” said Mr Levenson, who decided to market the gadget after neighbours asked him to make units for them. So far, 3,500 have been sold without advertising and he believes that is only the start.
“If I make money that will be fine. But it was worth it to cut back on the amount of TV my kids were watching. It takes about two weeks but then children accept the situation. They come to find that there are other things in life besides sitting and watching TV”. 
		
6. Television ration box is on sales in many shops of Britain.
7. This electronic device will tell the child when she/he must watch television and how much time she/he must play outside.
8. The gadget was invented by a frustrated parent.
9. The three children in the family are allowed to watch TV for different amounts of time.
10. “TV Allowance” works with any television set it is connected with.
11. Children will not be able to regulate the device.
12. “TV Allowance” can discipline the children better because it has no emotions.
13. One of the children has enlarged his vocabulary thanks to the “TV Allowance”.
14. The children can do nothing to outwit the “TV Allowance”.


Text 3
       Directions. Read an article and fill in the missing sentences (A-G). There is one extra sentence that you do not need to use.

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF THERAPY DOG
Jordan has short brown hair and brown eyes. He is three years old and he lives in Oxford, England, with his handlers, Helen and Chris. 15. ____ In fact, he is a therapy dog who helps hospital patients to feel better.
Jordan sleeps in his own bed, which is in Helen’s bedroom. 16. ____ Helen washes and gets dressed, while Jordan runs outside to play with Helen’s other dog, Wally. After they all have breakfast, Jordan waits for Helen and they drive to work together.
Working with Helen is hard work, but Jordan doesn’t mind. He has to go to the hospital every day and meet lots of patients. 17. ____ The nurses love him, too – he’s very popular!
When he meets patients who are too ill to get out of bed, Jordan puts his pawns on their bed and lets them pat his head. 18. ____ Even patients who say they don’t like dogs can’t help smiling when they see Jordan waiting for attention. He is impossible to resist!
After work, Helen and Jordan go home where he usually plays in the garden for a while. 19.____ He needs to relax after a busy day on call at the hospital!
“Jordan loves his work, and he is very good with people. 20. ____ says Helen. “I see the patients’ eyes light up when Jordan walks into the room. That’s when I know that everyone at the hospital really appreciates Jordan’s help.”

A He sometimes puts his head in people’s laps and lets them stroke him.
B Jordan works with Helen, who is a nurse. 
C He seems to understand how they feel,”
D Some of them are very ill, but they are always happy to see Jordan.
E Jordan doesn’t like playing with people.
F Then Helen prepares dinner while Jordan rests.
G They both wake up at 7:30 every morning.

