Speaking  Comprehension  Test  For  10th  Form  Students

Directions:
In this test you will select three task slips from those before you. After selecting three, choose the one you feel you are most capable to speak about and return the other two to the table face down. Then take about a minute to collect your thoughts before you begin to speak on the topic. You may refer to the topic as needed. Take a deep breath and begin.


1. Great Britain gave the world a lot of talented people. One of the best English playwrights is William Shakespeare. 
· Why are Shakespeare’s plays still admired and staged all over the world? What are the themes of Shakespeare’s tragedies and comedies?
· What other literary genres did William Shakespeare work in? 
· Which of Shakespeare’s aphorisms do you remember? Which of them is your favourite one?

2. You know that English-speaking countries are the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States of America, Canada, Australia and New Zealand.
· Which of the countries do you find the most exotic? Find reasons to justify your answer. 
· Which country’s traditions and customs do you find the most amusing? Which of them would you like to be introduced in our country?
· Which English-speaking country would you like to visit and why?

3. Most people know their astrological signs and the characteristics associated with the twelve signs of the zodiac.
· What kind of person are you supposed to be according to the traditional Chinese astrology?   Do you agree with the characteristics of your sign?
· How seriously do you take astrological signs? Do you think astrology is a science?
· What piece of advice would you give to someone who takes astrology too seriously?

4. We learn about historical events and outstanding people at  History lessons.
· Do you like  History lessons? What are the benefits of having them at school?
· Which outstanding figure in science, sport or other spheres of human activity do you find the most influential in the history of mankind?
· Who in your opinion has been the most prominent person in Ukraine’s history since its independence was proclaimed in 1991?

5. The proverb says, “Train hard, fight easy”. Do you think so?
· What situation would you mention the proverb as a piece of advice to your friend?
· Are you a well-organized person? Do you like doing things in advance? Have you ever made a plan for a day/week/month? 
· Why is training hard beneficial to a student?

6. The Ukrainian system of school education differs from the system of education in other countries.
· The knowledge of what subjects does studying at state schools provide you with?
· What do the stages of education in our country imply?
· Besides compulsory subjects which optional ones at your school/gymnasia/ lyceum are useful in your opinion?

7. Most people in Britain work a five-day week. Therefore from Friday evening till Monday morning people are usually free.
· What does the weekend in Britain traditionally comprise? Do the British like relaxing at the weekend? 
· What is the most important family meal of the week? What does it include?
· What activities do the youth of Britain prefer at the weekend? Which of the weekend traditions in Britain would you like to borrow for you or your family?

8. School is your second home. Do you feel like spending a lot of time at school?
· How does your school/gymnasia/lyceum look like? Is the educational establishment you are studying at fully or poorly equipped? Are the classrooms and the library computerized?
· Does the school offer a good all-round education? Are the students provided with a variety of extracurricular activities?
·  What do you do to make your school/gymnasia/lyceum better? What do you want to change?

9. Ukraine is a large independent country. It has its own territory, government and state symbols.
· What countries does Ukraine border on land/on sea? Do your find the geographical position of Ukraine favourable to the development of the country?
· Which regions of Ukraine are the most urbanized and heavily industrialized ones? What natural resources are these parts of our country rich in?
· What can the other parts of Ukraine which are rural or have less developed industry offer to a Ukrainian citizen or a foreign tourist?

10. The heart of each country is its capital. The capital of Ukraine has a rich history and is full of sightseeing places, each with its own myths and legends.
· Which sightseeing places in Kyiv have you visited yet? What impressed you most of all about them?
· Which of the famous tourist attractions in Kyiv would you like to visit and why?
· Which tourist attractions or places worth a visit have appeared in Kyiv since the independence of Ukraine was proclaimed in 1991?

11. Rabelais once said, “A child is not a vase to be filled, but a fire to be lit.”
· Which of the childhood books have really lit you up? What kinds of book do you like reading now?
· What other ways of getting knowledge and wisdom apart from formal education do you have?
· Are your parents interested enough in your education? What can each of them do “to light a fire”?


12. Sports are very popular with the British. There are many famous sportsmen in Britain as well as sports fans. 
· Which sports are considered to be originally British ones? What skills or abilities do the people who do these sports acquire?
· Which of the sports immensely popular in Britain is available exclusively to people who are physically fit and eat a healthy diet?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What factors helped the British to make the 2012 Summer Olympics in London unforgettable and exciting?

13. Today everybody speaks of the importance of eating a healthy diet. 
· What sort of food does a healthy diet imply?
· Have you ever been on a diet? What are the possible consequences of following a diet?  
· What are the effects of poor diet and lack of exercise? Can we state that a certain life style depends on a country a person lives in?

14. Eurovision Song Contest is believed to be an event for housewives. Still many Ukrainians like watching the contest on TV or at least follow the results of it to know what country wins.   
· What do you think of this sort of song contest? Do they really find any talented musicians or singers?
·  Whom of the winners of Eurovision Contest do you appreciate? Why? Who of them started a successful career after becoming the Eurovision Contest winner?
· Who of the Ukrainian singers do you think is worth being chosen to represent our country in the next Eurovision Contest.

15. Mass media have always played an important role in each society. Why?
· What means of communication are the most influential nowadays? Which of them is dying off?
· What role models does the modern television suggest? Do the role models make a positive or negative influence on children or teenagers?
· What are the pros and cons of having Internet access at home?




